


navigation devices, and an associated multi-
function display. Additionally, three personal
data devices with NVM were also recovered.
All devices were sent to the NTSB Recorder
Lab in Washington, DC, for examination.
The remainder of the aircraft was released to
the aircraft owner’s representative.

No pilot believes that his/her aircraft
could end up in an accident report, yet
PA-46 fatal accidents continue to happen
with disturbing regularity. When asked
confidentially “what types of accidents do
you fear,” the overwhelming response from
PA-46 pilots is engine fire, forced landing
at night ... in the mountains etc. In other
words, pilots tend to fear that which is not
within their control. This is human nature,
and the thinking pilot should carefully guard
against this bias. We sometimes even spend
the limited training time we have discussing
these topics ad nauseum and, in the process,
miss out on the training that is needed most.

I encourage each pilot always to operate
procedurally with well-vetted checklists,
flows, memory items and SOP the same way
every time. Furthermore, do not let anyone
or anything interfere with this process.

Most pilots are appreciative and enthusiastic
about their new-found competence when they
receive and benefit from excellent training.
However, some believe they don't need training
on fill-in-the-blank scenarios because they will
never fly in fill-in-the-blank conditions. This
last comment is, of course, a set-up for what
the psychologists call a hyper-focus-related
accident or pilot-induced loss of situational
awareness. I call it “watching the wrong hand”
It is true that the aircraft cannot know if you
can see or not, but it is also true that the aircraft
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will not, in most cases, complain if you are not
established on the three-dimensional thick,
black line depicted on the approach procedure.

Consider the following flow when inside
the TAA or MSA ring:

» ACTIVATE (the approach on the
GPS navigator).

« FLIP (the correct frequency from standby
to active). Remember now, a flow item is
a consideration not a “to do” so we leave it
alone on the RNAV approach

CCIDENT REVIEW

+ FLOP (the CDI) from GPS to VLOC ...
But not for RNAV right?

o SET (the course needle or verify that it is set).

« ID (theapproach).

« ARM (the approach on the coupled
autopilot).

« Now ask yourself three questions: Which
way? How low? What's next?

If you cannot answer these questions immedi-
ately and correctly, you are officially “behind

(Continued on page 51)

H it seems every year insurance is becoming
more and more of a headwind you can't
overcome, you're not alone. The entire aviation
industry is having a tough time in our newly
risk-sensitive world.

We won't pretend to have all the answers.
We're insurance brokers, not fortune tellers. But
we can promise we'll actively work to reduce
your burden. .. with risk-management advice,
contract reviews to better protect your interests,
and a dedicated claims advocate to work on
your behalf. And as the largest aviation insurance
broker in the world, you can count on the
strength of our relationships to work for you.

Whether insurance is a
headwind or tailwind depends
on which way you fly.

if this sounds like the kind of wind you want at
your back, you're in good company. We're pleased
to have earned an annual customer renewal rate
of 96%, beating the industry average by 10%. But
we’d be even more pleased if we can help you fly
in an easier direction.

Take the active.

Mark Vaughan mvaughan@airsure.com 720.746.3279 direct
Jay Kennedy  jkennedy@airsure.com  720.746.3276 direct
Dailas. 972.980.0800 Denver. 303.526.5300 w. airsure.com
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